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New Moraga school bond? Superintendent Parks reviews what
last bond accomplished

By Sora O’Doherty

As the Moraga School District
(MSD) moves toward the possi-
bility of placing another school
bond on the ballot, Superinten-
dent Julie Parks wants resi-
dents to know what was accom-
plished with the last school
bond, known as Measure V.
Passed in 2016, Measure V pro-
vided $33 million for school fa-
cilities. MSD’s schools were
built in the ’50s and *60s and
were badly in need of renova-
tion. According to Parks, al-
though the district is required
to allocate a percentage of its
budget to facilities, that barely
covers staff and a bare mini-
mum of deferred maintenance.

Parks joked that essential
maintenance, like replacing
roofs, isn’t showy, like getting a
new Kkitchen in your home, but,
she added, every homeowner
knows the misery of a leaky
roof. Replacing some essential
roofs meant that MSD got
through last year’s heavy rains
without having leaks in the
classrooms.

Before the COVID pan-
demic, MSD replaced most of
the HVAC systems in schools,
with the exception of Los
Perales’ multi-purpose room.
MSD’s modern HVAC facilities
in all school properties allows
for remote control to close
dampers to keep out smoke
that drifts into Moraga from
distant fires.

Parks says that the district
has many high priority items
on which they are making

progress. Many improvements
involve safety. A report on the
overall safety of Moraga cam-
puses recommended increased
visibility of campus entry
points from the school offices,
and the renovation of Donald
Rheem Elementary School ac-
complished that goal for
Rheem. Earthquake retro-
fitting is also a priority.

Moraga’s only playing
fields and gymnasiums are at
the schools, and Measure V al-
lowed MSD to update and re-
place floors, bathrooms and
locker rooms. The district
would like to install sustainable
fields, playgrounds and physi-
cal education facilities for com-
munity use.

With the introduction of
universal school meals in Cali-
fornia in school year 2022-23,
kitchen facilities became one of
Parks’ high priorities. MSD
does not have any full kitchens
at the schools, although they do
have increased capacity to bake
and prepare food. However,
MSD does not have a commer-
cial kitchen, like the one that
was recently added to Sleepy
Hollow Elementary School in
Orinda.

MSD is also concerned
about preventing overcrowd-
ing, in the face of lower age
limits on school attendance. By
the 2026 school year, all 4-year-
olds will be eligible for transi-
tional kindergarten, or TK. TK
was introduced back in the
1990s to provide for a small

group of children whose birth-
days fell between Sept. 2 and
Dec. 2, which prevented them
from starting school when the
requirement that children be 5
years old by Sept. 1 was intro-
duced. However, two years ago
legislation pushed access to TK
for all 4-year-olds.

Parks explained that this
presents a specific challenge,
because there are require-
ments for TK classrooms that
differ from other classrooms.
TK classrooms must meet size
requirements and must have
attached bathrooms. MSD
needs additional classrooms to
provide for TK students, who
generally attend classes from
8:30 a.m. to 1:30 p.m., stag-
gered between earlybirds and
latebirds.

Parks is proud of the child
care program available at MSD
schools, and notes that it is
available at the very affordable
cost of $7 per hour. Although
MSD had the foresight to apply
for state funding in 2022, they
were not selected. However,
Parks hopes that they might
still receive state funding in the
future, adding that they did re-
ceive state matching funds of
up to $9 million. She explained
that this is one of the reasons
that bond measures are so im-
portant because to qualify for
matching funding, you have to
be able to show that you can ac-
tually match the funding pro-
vided by the state.

A new bond measure

Moraga cul de sac cocktail gatherings

would allow MSD to fund de-
ferred maintenance to protect
the improvements that were
funded by Measure V. The

board is considering placing a
new $52 million bond measure
on the March 2024 bhallot.
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continue post pandemic
By Diane Claytor

Sac Cocktails is, without a
doubt, the best thing to come
from the pandemic.
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Neighbors gather for another Friday

evening “Cul de Sac Cocktails” gathering in Moraga.

It started out as a group of
neighbors in Moraga’s Rheem
Valley Manor getting together
outside on a Friday evening in
mid-2020 when California was
literally shut down due to
COVID-19. They were attempt-
ing to combat the isolation,
loneliness and boredom being
felt by so many. They brought
their own chairs, placing
them in a circle, six feet away
from one another. They
brought their own refresh-
ments. Some wore masks, no
one touched anyone or any-
thing. While most knew each
other, at least to wave when
driving down the street, the
majority were acquaintances
at best.

That one gathering,
dubbed Cul de Sac Cocktails
because the location was at
the top end of the neighbors’
street, continued week after
week, bringing together peo-
ple hungry for socialization.
More than three years later,
Cul de Sac Cocktails is still tak-
ing place every Friday
evening. (Full disclosure: this
reporter was one of the initia-
tors of this get-together.)

Chairs are no longer
socially-distanced. There are
handshakes and hugs. There
is a pot-luck dinner once a
month, where food and
drinks are shared. Acquain-
tances are now good friends,
almost like family. Birthdays
are observed, accomplish-
ments are celebrated, and
support, when needed, is
given lovingly. A caring com-
munity has been formed.

A fire pit is lit, staving off
the chill of a Moraga evening
and allowing participants to
linger even as darkness falls.
Laughter fills the air as every-
one shares their stories, both
past and present.

Some who participated in
those first cul de sac gather-
ings no longer come; some
show up occasionally. Neigh-
bors out for an evening stroll
stop by to chat; friends, adult
children and grandchildren
sometimes join in. But there
remains a core group of about
15 people (plus dogs) - rang-
ing in age from 4 to 80-
something — who show up al-
most every week. And every
one of them agrees that Cul de
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